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EVENTS WATCH

Twin challenges [j;.

This year's HKIS annual conference grappled with the problems
of an ageing population and ageing buildings facing Hong Kong,

writes Prudence Lui

n ageing population and
ageing building stock are
twin problems Hong Kong
is being forced to grapple
with. But the surveying sec-
tor is taking a proactive approac

regard. “Under HK 2000+, we set out
the vision for Hong Kong 1o become a
liveable, nunpmmwandﬁmlamablc
“World City”, with many of those now
present taking part in the consultation
process. On the building front, old

this double-ageing ;mhlﬂn, districts
like Sham Shui Po, Yau Ma Te
Sha Tsui and Mong Kok have
above-average proportion of elderly
residents. Many elderly owners are
:\h) less able to deal with the: fe ngll\y

this year’s Hong Kong Institute of Sur- hmldmg\ need proper edureof

veyors (HKIS) annual at-  orth topeople,so  orreds '

tested, lho Mandamry Bmldmg Innpt-mnﬂ I)mrlnru{ “IJIldllm‘! Dr Cheung
After di f h y Win- care for aged

and development, Hong Kong is fac-
ing two highly serious problems of
ageing, that of its population and also
of the buildings in which we live and
work, many of which are approaching
the end of their period of sale usage.
With this critical situation in mind, the
HKIS' theme for its 2017 Annual Con-

*Golden €

dﬂw Impmlm \ hmr (MWIS) were
introduced in 2012. The URA has pro-

l)ulldmg :md ‘illl‘iﬂ(‘d that the Build-
inggs Department’s vision is to make

built safe and healthy

10 owners to fulfil their responsibil-
iries.”
Director of Planning Raymond Loe
sand agvmg was not all ncgmm- and
ook at “double

the Ageing Community and Built
Environment”, The conference was
held at the JW Marriott Hotel on Sep-
tember 9, drawing an attendance of
some

d«mu(‘ from new perspectives, like a
single-malt whisky or balsamic vine-
gar which grows in value as it ages.
'()ur elderly pnpulao(- nnnrnormw

forall. “Prevention i better than cure
and the ageing building issue can’t
just be handled by government,”
Cheung said. “Owners must take res-
ponsibility as well.”

As of June 2017, the progress of
MBIS and MWIS was not promising,.
For instance, the Buildings Depart-
ment issued a total of 51,000 and
440,000 notices but lhc

,..g,

The Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors

Wong Wai-lun at the HKIS
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Secretary for Development Mi-
chael Wong Wai-lun delivered the
opening speech and warned that we
must all prepare for these two
changes. *Our population is ageing
rapidly,” he said. “Our median age
wentfrom 20 in 1966104302016, and
will rise 10 50 by 2034, By the same year
almaost 30 per cent of the population
will be over 65. Meanwhile our buikd-
ings are also ageing at an alarming
rate, There are over 40,000 private
buildings in Hong Kong and about
7,000 are over 50 years old. This will

2017, Photo: HKIS

rom thy
¥ muwm INvald. 'l'hny mll in

M percent. (mnplmnrr rates [of nw
11pe

eneral, -
s nlasuaalm;ul.ll lhalshouhlb( bot-
ter utilised. It’s more likely they will
play an active role, even in their
folden years.”

Lee estimated that in 2015 there
were only 1,100 private housing units
aged 70 years or more but this figure s
estimated to rise to 326,000 by 2046.
“This problem will become acute in
the years ahead as the current pace of
urban renewal is lefl far behind,” he
said. *Between 2011 and 2015, on

t‘lll for MBIS and 50 per cont !nr
MWIS.

Cheung blamed limited resources
andintensiveworkloads. “Our resour-
cesarestretched w the limit and there
is a large backlog of notices, It's a
heavy s0we have adjusted
downward to 400 target buildings in
2017.0ther challenges are Riswhoare

aged 50 years or more, with
inspection and supervision costs esti-
mated tobe HK$1-2 billion.”

Ace ntdmuln Drlam (Zhlngﬂmu,

Build-for-Health concepl strives to

keep the elderly alive through healthy
ices, like exercise, which is large-

lyaﬂ:\ﬂm by physical environment.

courage the elderty to leave thedr Nats
and do exercise, aswell as visiting rela-
tives and friends or becoming volun-
mw‘. Twould like to give full credit o

sial member, F

Council, chairman of the Elderly
Commission and chief executive offi-
cer of the Haven of Hope Christian
Service, there will be a significant in-

crease in the elderly pnpnlalmn M

with the
higher risks in dealing with 4;,(-11
buildings, and prosecutions.
'()ul of atotal of 490 Rls, only 150

rise 1o 17,000 by 2024." average, mlyllmpmmrummwrm
Wong also h the efforts C work regularly and about
d iiti; depan-  year, Weals "()|w 200 served only once. Therefore, it's a
ment, Buildings Department and Ur- - cent n{ i

ban Renewal Authority (URA) in this

locatedin fivedistnicts. Compounding

up the role. There is a total of 5,300

present
support one elderly person but by

edacross 18 districts, we really need to
make sure that in every district’s es-
tates the relevant elderly services are
provided. While the Housing Author-
ity and Housing Society provide uni-
versal design solutions for the aged,
what more can private developers do
forthe

“Thercfore,” Lam said, “we necd to
change our physical landscape to
cater for the future needs of the
elderty. | have two new concepls for
town planners and surveyors. The

for its HK$2 public
transport fare concession scheme,
which is used every day by more than
one million elderly people.”

Lam reiterated that planning is
essential for the elderly of the near fu-
ture, “We should plan ahead as the
Jead time is very Jong to build an insti-
tution. It can take 10-15 years to con-

Lam praised the for
the fa('lllll(‘i already pmwdvd on its

asmuch as we can for inclusive inter-

some .nldunm«uu mm, “Trans-
;xmsa]somx'lal headded. "Ween-

support and build for
health, with technology, and all this
be part of cross-sector efforts.”



