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EVENTS WATCH ;

Smartening
the city

The Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors 2016
Annual Conference explored how Kowloon
East can make Hong Kong more competitive

ver300 experts, profession-
als and business leaders
from a range of industries
headed to the JW Marriot
Hotel on September 10 for
the Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors
(HKIS) Annual Conference 2016.

The conference took the theme
“Kowloon East - Building our Future
Model City” and, similar to the previ-
ous two conferences, again under-
scored the importance of smart city
development to both town planning

backing of smart l:rty development
and the HKIS s rolein this work.
“Developing a smart city is the
trend of future city development,”
Chan said. “The government will be
using Kowloon East as a pilot area for
the study of smart city development,
with the aim to transform Hong Kong
into asustainable comm A
Also commenting on the pilot
study, HKIS president Lau
told the audience that HKIS has shift-
edits focus todevelopingsolutions for
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Paul Chan, the government's secretary for development, explained in detail the plans for Kowloon East at the HKIS Annual Conference 2016.

petitive city. “There are many other
development projects taking place
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Lauexplained that thearea’s smart
city blueprint will help HKIS formu-
late plans for Hong Kong’s develop-
ment of “urban planning,
transportation, and better use of

urban . i

scarce space”.

Healsonoted thatsmartcitydevel-
opment had been a primary topic at
the conference for three consecutive
years, and highlighted its rolein Hong
Kong'sfuture.
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were also invited to review smart city

developments in Singapore.
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plan of the S Singapore Sports Hub, an
award-winning project.

Other expert speakers, from Hong
Kong's government and private sec-
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‘mittee and HKIS vice-president, ex-
premd gratitude towards the guests

crisis,” Lau said. “In 2015, Singapore
was the only Asian city in the Forbes
2015 ranlungof ‘global smart cities. It

for livability among
28 cities in the APEC region, which
was also the highest in Asia in the
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“Other thriving Asian cities are try-
ing to challenge Hong Kong as Asia’s
best city to do business. Our competi-
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port at its future events, Kwok said
such initiatives lead to an increased
level of professionalismiin the survey-

ingindustry.
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