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Pro team volunteers to check roofs

PhoenixUn

The Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors
has formed a volunteer team that will
offer free, quick inspections of green
rooftops at 100 schools or charity orga-
nizations after saying existing laws are
sufficient for regulation.

The team will comprise 100 insti-
tute members, and schools and charities
canapply for help by sending an e-mail
to bsd_volunteer@hkis.org.hk.

David Chan Wah-wai, former head
of the institute’s building surveying
division, said the team was formed as
a “*social responsibility.””

He said the government never re-
quested for such a team to be formed.

Butthe institute decided to establish
it on Monday—one day before the Edu-
cation Bureau and Buildings Depart-
ment sent outa letter to schools remind-
ing them to comply with government
regulations over green roofs.

The institute said the bureau’s letter
was too broad for non-professionals to
understand.

“‘Our volunteer surveyors will have
a quick scan over the rooftops, and if
any potential problems are observed,
we will recommend they look for as-
sistance from relevant professionals,”
Chan said.

He said he had heard school princi-
pals expressing anxiety about rooftop
safety, and he hoped they wouldn’t de-
molish the green tops out of fear.

‘“Whatis done cannot be undone.
don’t want the principals to tear down
the green rooftops because most of
them are of low risk,”* Chan said. He
added schools have limited budgets,
and the team wants to help schools that
receive no government subsidies.

He also believes City University —
where a rooftop collapsed on Friday —
had been ‘‘a bit too cautious’” in re-
moving its three other green rooftops
before any professional checks.

The institute’s immediate past pre-
sident, Vincent Ho Kui-yip, said they
may announce details about the volun-
teer team by early next week, and may
start the firstbriefing session forschools
in two weeks’ time.

Hosaidin hisanalysis, the collapsed
CityU rooftop was an inaccessible
long-span structure made of light steel
measuring 40 meters by 34 meters.
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*“There shouldn’t be any structures
on top of itunless it is necessary,’’ he
said. And even if something was placed
on top of it, the works have to be done
“‘very carefully.”

Ho bélleves the Buildings Ordi-
nance was carefully written, clearly set-
ting out building works that need struc-
tural plans to be submitted for approval
by the Buildings Department, and he

New guldelmeswlll hé1ssued onrisks pased
bygreen moﬂqudﬁerthe government
announced uryenﬁnspgcﬂons ofall

rgres tallations pose high
risks and require immediate actions.

The Buildings Departmentis checklng
governmantfacllltles inbatchesaccordingtolevels of

" swimming pool, Victoria Park swimming pool, Tseung
Kwan O government complex and Ko Shan Theater. New
Wing. They were initially judged tobelowrisk.

The Housing Departmentalsoinspected eight
rooftopsin publichousing estates and found they pose
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+should have submitted structural plansto the Buildings
Depart enq,forthe coLaDsed rooftop.

saw no urgency for any changes. He
said itis ““impossible fora law to spell
out clearly thata structural plan is need-
edifthe proposed constructionexceeds
a certain size with a certain material.”’

He added: “The law only states the
broad principle. Minute details will be
up to professional judgment.””

He suggested including some gree-
ning works into the Minor Works Con-

Risk rules on green mstallatlons in the works
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tro] System, in which proprietors only
need to submit documents to the
Buildings Department under the sur-
veillance of professionals.

“‘By saving time and money, it
would both ensure safety and encour-
age greening works. Also, the pro-
fessional will be held accountable ifany
accidents happen,”” Ho said. X
phoenix.un@singtaonewscorp.com

ls needed Some professiona!ssay yes and

some say no. Isthereagray areainthelaw?”

- asked legislator Martin Liao Cheung-kong.

| Masaid hecouldnotcummentasthe
investigationwasongoing.

~ “However, we will !onklntnwhethermore 4
gufdelmesfromtheBu;ldmgsDenartmentare
necessary,” hesaid. - 5
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Secretary for Education Eddie! Ng Hak klm told |
* legislatorsthatat least 66 schools added green rooftops” -
toexisting buildings, with structural plans submitted to
the Buildings Departme

Meanwhile, City University said civil engineer-
barrister James Lau Chi-wang, whoisnotfromthe
university, has been added as the ninth member of the
probe team. Hisinclusion comes after the university
was criticized for not having outsiders on the team
pmhmgthe colla;fse
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