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HKIS Media Luncheon 2017 

 

The Hong Kong Inst i tute of  Surveyors (HKIS) Media Luncheon was held today (8 
February) .  President Sr Thomas Ho expressed that hous ing and land pol ic ies , urban 
renewal ,  construct ion cost  contro l  and bui ld ing safety,  repair  & maintenance are the 
most concerned issue for  people in  Hong Kong.  The HKIS wi l l  cont inue us ing i ts  
professional  expert ise and knowledge and act as an important  and responsive 
consultat ive role in  government  pol icy mak ing par t icu lar ly on issues affec t  land,  
property and construc t ion  
 
Sr  Thomas Ho has great  concern over the cont inuous s low progress in  funding 
approval  of  publ ic  bui ld ing and inf rastruc ture projec ts in the Legis lat ive Counc i l  in  
recent years.  This has caused profound impacts on the l ive l ihood of  prac t i t ioners  and 
professionals  in the construct ion industry,  as wel l  as  the students  who are s tudying in 
the re levant construc t ion programmes.  The HKIS urges the stakeholders to 
pr ior i t ises the overa l l  interests of  the community and the Government should 
coordinate and balance the needs of  d ifferent s takeholders,  promptly resolve the 
publ ic  works project funding proposals  and to mainta in the susta inable development  
of  the community.  

 

Six profess ional d iv is ions and spokesmen introduced their  d ivis ions’ themes for  th is 
year  and the main issues on which they in tended to focus.  
 
“Revital isat ion:  Conferr ing New Life upon Older Buildings” 

Sr Vincent Ho,  HKIS Past  President and Past Chairman of  the Bui lding Surveying 

Division (BSD):  

 

The theme of  the BSD is “Revita l isat ion:  Conferr ing New Life upon Older 
Bui ld ings” .  Bui ld ing use is  dynamic  and the market wi l l  dr ive how bui ld ings wi l l  
be used.  Transforming bui ldings,  in part icu lar,  o lder  and obsolete bui ld ings,  is  a 
respons ib le and susta inable use of  bui ld ings.  To achieve th is,  bui ld ing 
surveyors  must p lay a v i ta l  ro le in the revita l isat ion process.  
 

“Exploring Ways to Increase Land and Housing Supply” 
Sr KK Chiu, Chairman of  the General Practice Div ision (GPD) :   
 

The GPD wi l l  explore and study ways to increase land and hous ing supply in 
Hong Kong. (E.g. the feas ib i l i t y of  developing certa in per ipheral  areas of  country 
parks whi le  mainta in ing/ increas ing the overa l l  s ize and ecological  va lue of  the 
parks).  Secondly,  we wi l l  s tudy ways to promote and fund bui lding maintenance, 
rehabi l i ta t ion and retrof i t t ing, so as to ex tend the l i fe spans of  bui ld ings and 
enhance the eff ic iency of  ex ist ing land use.  
 

 
 
 
 

To be cont inued 

 



 

“Study on Common Spatial  Data Infrastructure Development to Support General  
Plan Submission”  
Sr Dr Conrad Tang, Chairman of  the Land Surveying Div ision (LSD) :   
 

On Smart  City,  as  per  i ts  announcement  dur ing the 2017 Pol icy Address, the 
government  would commission a strategic s tudy on the development of  common 
spat ia l  data inf ras truc ture.  The LSD wi l l  work  on th is l ine, part icu lar ly in  the 
pol icy of  gather ing, management  and d ispos ing of  geodet ic data,  deta i led map 
data and land boundary data.  
 
On Land Boundary determinat ions, we would work  on the determinat ion of  s i te 
areas now s t ipulated by the Bui ld ings Department.  We shal l  work  with the Lands 
Depar tment to f ind a workable process to accept land boundary p lans for  
General Bui ld ing Plan submiss ions.  

 

“Recognit ion of Planning & Development Surveyors by the Government” 

Sr Prof  James Pong, Chairman of the Planning & Development Division (PDD) :  
 

The theme of  the PDD is “Recogni t ion of  Planning & Development Surveyors by 
the Government” .  The PDD wi l l  s tep up i ts  recru itment effor ts for  PDD surveyors  
among surveying graduates who have most ly gone to work  for  the Planning 
Depar tment,  Bui ld ings Depar tment ,  and Lands Department.  I t  a lso p lans to 
persuade the Government  to appoint  PDD surveyors  to the Town Planning Board 
and consul t  more wi th the PDD on publ ic  planning and development issues.  

 

“Collaborat ion with PMSA to Promote Cont inuing Professional  Development for 
Pract it ioners” 
Sr Daniel  Hui ,  Vice Chairman of  the Property & Development Division (PFMD) :  
 

The PFMD wi l l  s tar t  work ing under  a new legal f ramework  and in  a col laborat ive 
way wi th the Proper ty Management Services Author i ty (PMSA) to serve 
pract i t ioners  in  the proper ty management serv ices industry.   
 
Secondly,  the PFMD wi l l  cons ider administer ing a more comprehens ive 
Cont inuing Profess ional Development  (CPD) scheme for a l l  pract i t ioners in the 
property management serv ices industry to uphold the profess ional  standards.  

 
“Promoting Services of Quanti ty Surveyors and Increasing Public Awareness of  
Construction Cost Control”  
Sr Raymond Kam, Chairman of  Quant ity Surveying Division (QSD):  
 

Quant i ty Surveyors are profess ionals  with expert  knowledge on construct ion cost 
and contrac t administrat ion.  They are wel l  acquainted wi th the bui ld ing 
costs,  labour and mater ia l  pr ices,  construct ion economics, f inance, tender  and 
contractual  arrangements  in  the bui ld ing construct ion industry.  This year,  the  
QSD wi l l  ac t ive ly promote i ts  scope of  serv ices in  order  to  increase the publ ic  
awareness on cost  control  and moni tor ing,  tender ing and contrac tual  
arrangements .  

 － ENDS－  

 
 
 
 



 

About the Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors 
 
Established in 1984, The Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors is the only professional organisation 
representing the surveying profession in Hong Kong.  As of 3 February 2017, the number of members 
reached 9,776, of which 6,288 were corporate members. The Institute's work includes setting 
standards for professional services and performance, establishing codes of ethics, determining 
requirements for admission as professional surveyors, access and award the professional qualification, 
and advance members’ professional knowledge, technical and services standards through continuing 
professional development. 
 
The Institute has an important consultative role in government policy making and on issues affecting 
the profession. We have advised the Government on issues such as unauthorised building works, 
building safety campaign, problems of property management, town planning and development 
strategies, construction quality and housing problems. We are working on amendments to standard 
forms of building contract and have issued guidance notes on floor area measurement methods. 
 
For more details, please refer to HKIS website: http://www.hkis.org.hk.  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/hkisofficial 
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