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By Fax: 2577 3073

Special Duties, Section, Planning Department

15/F North Point Government Offices

333 Java Road, North Point, Hong Kong

(Ref: Urban Design Study for the New Central Harbourfront)

Dear Sir,

Stage 2 Public Engagement on the Urban Design Study for the new Central
Harbourfront

We refer to the captioned Consultation and are pleased to submit our views as

aitached.
Thank you for your kind attention and please keep us informed of future
developments,
Yours faithfully,
-H-»-'::'

Yu Kam ] Iung
Pr esmlent
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Suite 801, 8/F Jardine House, 1 Connaught Place, Central, Hong Kaong
Telephone: 2526 3679  Facsimile: 2868 4612 E-mall: Info@hkis.org.hk  Web Site: www.hikis.orihic
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Plannine Bepartment

Urban Design Study for the New Ceutral Harbourfront

Stage 2 Public Engagsemeni

1. Overall Urban Design Vision and Qhjcctives

As extracted from the Consultation Digest preparcd by the Planning Department

“Qur cdesign vision is to creale a vibram, green and decessible mew Ceniral
Harbourfront thet is syinbolic of Hong Kong ane that we ave all proud of.

The urban design objectives are:

@ Yo project a distinctive identity for the Central Business District (CBDy el
the harbourfront

To create an attraciive harbowrfiomt with high qualing developmeni in o
fuxuriant lundseape setting

To create a vibrant harbourfron with a mix of nses and diverse activities

To improve the accessibility to the harbourfron

To ensure a sustainable design and greening

To create a harmonions visual and physical refationship with the ridueline,
hurbour setting and CBD

® Torespect the enftural and historical context of Central ™

®

The Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors concur and agree with such design
vision and objectives for our New Central Harbouriront.
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Desivn coneepts for the key sifes

Sites 1 and 2 : Comprchensive Development Arca (CIDA) Site Adjoining
Central Piers No. 4 to 6 and Commercial Site North to 1FC |1

The two proposed office/hotel blocks maich neither the gigantic 17°C [l behind nor
the ferry piers in front of them. If possible, low-rise structures providing facilities
for betier enjoyment of the harbour that cover a greater foatprint are preferred.

It is important to make the harbour more enjoyvable by the public and o provide
casy access 1o the waterfront which should be extended further down o the
western side.
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HIS recognizes the need to provide land for grade A olfice developments. 1Uix
considered that there are allernalive sources of supply such as redevelopment ol
the Central Market and government offices in Wanchai North. redevelopment of
industrial buildings in Kowloon Bay and Kwun Tong. To create supply at this
location is not an absolute necessity.

Site 3 : CDA Site North of Statue Square

Good accessibility to the waterfront is critical to the success of the cruire desipn,
A larger landscaped deck that provides an unimpeded pedestrian mavemen
scaregated [rom vehicular waffic is preferred.

Site 4 : Waterfront Related Commercial and Leisure Uses Site North of City
I1all

The number of blocks to accommodate the total planned GIFA is not the major
concern. To ensure such space is cconomically viable and [unctionaily clTective
there is a necd for a critical size of the floar space. Furthermore. the design
should be able ta blend the buildings into the adjoining open space.

The creation of view corridors and accessibility to the waterfromt we also
important considerations.

Sites S and 6 ¢ Arvis and Culfural Precinet

Site 5

The proposed arts and cultural uses are agreed as the site can serve as an extension
1o the Arts Centre. which is small in scale, to satis{y the pressing demand lor such
kind of facilities.

The proposed uses are agreed to supplement Site 3 and also w enhance and
cncourage access and use of the new harbourfront.

Site 7 : Waterfront Promenade

1t is hard to distinguish between “Urban Park™ and “Urban Green™. 1 general. an
open space capable of all types of community activities, a Park style. is preterred,
A 100 passive open space may not be very attractive. especially in the hot summer
days. Lessons shouid be learnt from lhe Tsim Sha Tsui East Promenade: Lhe
scetion beyond New World Centre is rarely patroned duc io its “passiveness™.

Re-assembling Queen’s Pier and Site §

FKIS strongly feels that a functionable Queen’s Pier should be re-asscmbled.
Apart from being practical, a functionable picr along the waterflront can hring
about more vivid memories than a “monumental™ one.



Reconstiructing Old Star Ferry Clock Tower

Coneept A is preferred as the location of the Clock Tower is more prominent and
1s able to form a focus of the eatire waterfront.

Accesstbility

The Road P2 virtually segregates the hinterland from the harbourlvont arca. the
main pedestrian connections are provided through Site 3, the CDA Site North ol
Statue Square. and the landscaped deck in {ront of the new Central Government
Complex. The footbridge by the side of City Hall is small in scale and does not
have a high “loot traffic” capacity, The lack of a major connection in front of
City Hall and the PLA HQ may render the area to their nmth relatively
inaccessible.

There should also be a good prevision of facilities tor parking. loading/unloading
and public transportation within this whole planning area o cater for the dilferem
classes of uses. [t is mosi Important that this new wateriront he planned and
suiled for all seclors-of our community.

Overview

It is noticed that the refined design has taken account of the public views coliceted
in the Stage 1 public engagement. A green yel vibrant harbourfront is emurging in
shape as the design is being developed and fine-tuned in due course.

TKIS considers that ease of access and pedestrian connecuivity o the dillerent
parts of the two Kkilometers long harbourfront with supporting tansport and
parking facilities is of [undamental importance.  These nced to be further
improved albeit there are various physical constraints; otherwise the effort and
resources invesied in this prime asset of our community may be devastated.

The Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors

9 luly 2008



